
Eurasian 
watermilfoil  
[Myriophyllum spicatum] 

 

DESCRIPTION 

Eurasian water milfoil is an 

aquatic plant with slender 

stems, and feathery leaves.  The leaves are threadlike, typically uniform 

in diameter, and aggregated into a submersed terminal spike.  The stem 

thickens below the inflorescence and doubles its width the closer you 

get to the main stem of the plant.  The plant also has small flowers in 

the axils of the plant that are located above the water surface. The 

flowers are either four-petaled or without petals. The fruits are four-

jointed. Coontail can be confused with the milfoils, but does not have 

individual leaflets. 

 

 

 

 

CHARACTERISTIC DESCRIPTION 

Growth Season perennial 

Growth Habit submersed 

Leaflet Number many 

Leaf Margin finely dissected 

Leaf Hairs none 

Leaf/Leaflet Shape feather-like 

Leaf Length 12 inches 

Leaf Arrangement a whorl of 3 or 4  
along the stem 

Root Type  

Flower Color yellow 
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